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The opposition scored historic wins in the last general election, in 2008, winning five of 
the country's 13 states and denying the ruling coalition a two-thirds control of 
parliament. 
 
But the opposition coalition has since been marred by infighting, with Anwar tied up in 
court on a charge of sodomising a male aide in a case which he says is a political 
conspiracy. 
 
While Najib has seen support from the country's majority ethnic Malays rise since he 
took power, his coalition suffered a  
setback in elections in April in the state of Sarawak, where it won a majority but got the 
fewest number of seats in 24 years. 
 
That would make a decision to raise the fuel price more difficult. 
 
"With elections at least six months away or longer, the effect of inflation could yet shift 
the political terrain away  
from him," said Welsh. 
 
- Reuters 
 


